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ponents in the old Congress, and one of them has already been referred to in these pages. But they were more strikingly displayed in the Convention for the formation of the Federal Constitution, in which his influence as the sole representative of a State of the first importance and as the greatest orator in the 'body was totally destroyed by the errors and indiscretions of a single speech, and                         >
tliat his first and principal performance of that kind.
Whilst such were the results of Hamilton's parliamentary efforts, his friend Madison, who partook largely of his political heresies in one or two particulars, who was not equal to him as an orator and not more than equal to him in general intellectual .power, left ineffaceable traces of his great success and usefulness in both bodies. Other considerations doubtless aided in causing this difference in the results of their labors but it is not to be doubted that it was principally occasioned by the possession and vigilant exercise on the part of the latter of the qualifications referred to and which the former lacked. A more reliable judgment would have impressed Hamilton with a proper sense of the importance of ascertaining his ability to obtain the assent of the Convention at least to a system of Government like that he desired,—to wit: one which would favor the ultimate introduction of monarchical institutions—before he ventured to avow his preference for such institutions as unreservedly as he did in the speech alluded to. A still more advanced step in wisdom's way would have been the mature consideration of the probability of his being able to secure the concurrence of the States in the establishment of such a system before he attempted its passage in the Convention and of the ruinous consequences to his political friends, to himself and to his Country, that must follow his failure. A large portion of the members of the Convention, probably a majority, were his friends, and could have had no motive to conceal their purposes from him. If he had possessed but moderate skill in reading the characters of men and judgment sufficient to appreciate the importance of the information, he would have found but little difficulty in satisfying himself that, however much disposed some of his colleagues might be to wish success io his views, there was, in all probability, not one ready to encounter the responsibility which he boldly faced and to risk their reputations and positions by openly sustaining the preference he was about to avow, much less by any attempt to carry it into effect. Washington, the President of the Convention and his friend, if pressed with the earnestness which the occasion would have justified, would not have hesitated to say to him that, however strong might be his own apprehensions as to the final success of Republican Government in this Country, he would feel it his duty to peril his life in support of the attempt to uphold it until its impracticability should be demonstrated by the fullest experience.epinl  th«>% doubtlr- ,  in  pait,    .ti
